Isoquinolone synthesis through S(N)Ar reaction of 2-halobenzonitriles with ketones followed by cyclization.
An efficient method for the synthesis of isoquinolones through base KO(t)Bu-promoted S(N)Ar reaction of 2-halobenzonitriles with ketones followed by Lewis acid Cu(OAc)2-catalyzed cyclization is described. Isoquinolone derivatives were obtained in satisfactory to good yields.